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W.M.C v. Denmark
(CRC/c/85/d/31/2017)

This is a case about the best interests of three
children, their right to life, survival and
development, and their right to identity.

W.M.C. escaped China and applied for asylum in
Denmark in 2012. She gave birth to three children
in Denmark. The Danish authorities rejected her
application in 2015 and her appeal in 2017. W.M.C.
brought the case to the Committee on the rights of
the child.

The Committee said that Denmark did not respect:
e The best interests of the children.

¢ Children's right to life, survival and development.
¢ Children's right to preserve their identity.

The Committee said that Denmark shall not send

W.M.C. and her children back to China. Denmark is
under an obligation to take all necessary measures
to prevent similar situations from happening again.
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1. The story of W.M.C and her children

W.M.C is a Chinese woman who was not married. She left
China and applied for asylum in Denmark in 2012 because
she was afraid to return home. She said that, in China, the
authorities forced her to have an abortion. She also said that

her father was killed during an incident with authorities, and
that her mother died shortly after.

W.M.C gave birth to three children in Denmark: X.C. in 2014,
L.G. in 2015 and W.G. in 2018. She was scared that she
might be treated badly for being unmarried and having
children if Denmark sent her back to China. She was worried
that her children would not be allowed to register in the
Hukou system and they were at risk of being separated from
her. Hukou was important because it was necessary for the
children to access to health care, education and social
services.

The Danish authorities rejected W.M.C's asylum application
in 2015 and her appeal in 2017. They said that it would be
difficult to register her children in the Hukou system in
China, but this problem was not serious enough to let the
family stay in Denmark.

W.M.C, on behalf of her children, presented the complaint to
the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

W.M.C said these rights were affected by the Danish authorities:
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The meaning of words in blue can be found under 'key terms'.



2. The Committee's Decision

Can the complaint be accepted and studied by the Committee?

When the Committee receives a complaint, it
must first check if some rules were followed
to allow the Committee to accept the
L complaint and study if there was a violation
or not. This stage is called the "admissibility".
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Merits

After the Committee decides to accept the complaint, it will go on
to check whether there is a violation. This stage is called "merits".

Article 3: Best interests of the child
« Denmark did not carefully check what would happen to the
children if they were sent to China. For example, would they
be able to go to school? Would they be able to see a doctor?
* The Committee said that Denmark did not think about what
EEIIEA was best for the children when they decided to send them
back to China.

Article 6: Life, survival and development
* The Hukou system in China is like a registration system
that helps children access important things like healthcare,
education, and social services. Children with single or
unmarried parents face many difficulties in getting Hukou.
* The Committee said that sending the children back to

A China would go against their rights to be safe and grow up

healthy and happy.

Article 8: Identity
* In China, Hukou is used to prove that someone is registered
as a citizen of China at birth. Children with single or
unmarried parents face many difficulties in getting Hukou.
* The Committee said that sending the children back to China
would go against their rights to have an identity.

*The Committee did not examine Articles 2 and 7 in detail because it decided that
these claims were not strong enough to review.



3. Fixing the situation

The Committee told the government to help
the children in the case. This is called
remedy. The Committee also made
recommendations to ensure this doesn’t
happen to other children.

To help the children in the case

Denmark shall not send the children and their mother
back to China.

- To ensure that the same thing does not happen
to other children in Denmark.

Denmark should take all steps necessary to prevent similar
situations from happening in the future. With regard to this step,

the Committee further asked Denmark to:
. Submit a report about the steps Denmark has taken as

soon as possible, and within 180 days.

. Include information about any new steps periodically when
Denmark reports to the Committee.

. Share the Committee's decision on this case.



Key terms & Links
Key terms

Abortion — the removal of a fetus (a baby before the birth) from the
uterus (a part of a mother's body where her baby grows up before the
birth) in order to end a pregnancy.

Asylum — Protection given by a government to people who have gone
away from their own countries for their safety. Such people can ask
foprotection in another country where they arrive, and the
government will make a decision on whether they should protect

them or not.

Best interest of the child— When adults are making decisions about
youthey must consider what the best for you.

CRC (The Convention on the Rights of the Child) — The Convention is
an agreement by countries that have promised to protect your rights.
This agreement explains who children are, all your rights, and the

responsibilities of governments.

CRC Committee— The group of experts that monitor and check how
countries protect your rights based on the CRC. Making decisions

about complaints such as this case is a part of their work.

Health care services— services that help people to stay healthy.
Many countries have created a system (health insurance) to help pay
for hospitals and medicines in the event of illness. They also provide
injections (vaccinations) that are given to children to prevent them
from getting a particular sick. Together, these services that help
people stay healthy arealled health care services. The content and
structure ofhealthcare services vary from country to country.

Human rights— these are rights all people have. They make sure that
everyone is treated the same and with respect.

Hukou — Chinese registration system. Each country has a different
birth registration system. In the case of China, each citizen must be
registered at birth. The registry, which is the hukou itself, contains
each individual's basic information. The hukou determines where you
have access to social services like hospitals and schools.



Key terms & Links

Identity— Identity is used in a broad sense to refer to matters that can
identify a person, and things that show who a person is. In the CRC,
Governments must respect every child's right to a name, a nationality
and family ties. No one should take this away from them.

Life, survival, and development— Every child has the right to life,

survivaland development. A government must do all it can to make
sure that children survive and develop to their full potential.

Non—discrimination — your rights must be respected without
discrimination of any kind. It does not matter your gender; if you are
rich or poor; what your religion, ethnicity, or language is; or whether
your have special needs.

Remedy — a remedy is what must be done to fix a problem or make
things better after someone's rights were not respected.

Recommendation — a recommendation is advice about what someone
should do next.

Violation— when the government does not respect your rights.

Links

Convention on the Rights of the Child (Child-friendly version)

@ The original file of this case (W.M.C v. Denmark),

orsbdd L The CRC Committee’s page on information for child

Child Rights Connect’ (a network of child rights organizations around the
world) page on OPIC



https://www.unicef.org/media/60981/file/convention-rights-child-text-child-friendly-version.pdf
https://juris.ohchr.org/casedetails/2748/en-US
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crc/information-children
https://opic.childrightsconnect.org/resources-for-children/
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Committee on the Rights of the Child
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Ny 5 UNITED NATIONS

Human Rights Treaties Division (HRTD)
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR)

Mailing address
UNOG-OHCHR
\@g CH-1211 Geneva 10 (Switzerland)
Tel.:+4122 9179141

Fax: +41 22 917 90 08
Email: ohchr-crc@un.org

This child-friendly version was developed using the model outlined in Child Rights Connect's template, “How to Draft a Child-Friendly Version
of an OPIC Case.”

This is an edited version of the original student work, for which the Leiden Children’s Rights Observatory assumes full editorial
responsibility. This version does not reflect the views of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child or any of its members, nor does:it represent
the views of Leiden University or any other entities with which the Leiden Children’s Rights Observatory is currently or has previously been
affiliated.
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and W.G.) vs. Denmark, Leiden Children's Rights Observatory, July 2026.
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