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N.B. was in preschool. One day
his mom picked him up and “I never did

saw bruises on his face and /’ that”
ears. He said the teacher

slapped him.

As N.B. was in pain,
his mother called the police

In the meantime, the
teacher was fired and
then hired again by the school.

that N.B. and his mother
did not get the help they

The investigation :
. needed in their country.

lasted too long...

And the school said N.B. might
", just have allergies, but they

provided no proof of this.

So N.B. decided

to ask the Committee ,-"""
for help.
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Can the complaint be accepted and studied by the ®

Committee?

Before studying a complaint, the Committee on the Rights of the Child h‘\
first checks if certain rules were followed in order to accept it. This stage -

is called "admissibility." If, for example, the child did not try to find a
solution in their country, the Committee cannot accept the complaint and
cannot determine whether there was a violation or not.

)

In this case, Georgia said that the Committee shouldn't accept it because
N.B. didn't use all the ways available in the country to solve the
problem, the Committee decided that they would look at the case to see
if there is any violation of article 19 of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child (UNCRC). Let's see Georgia's arguments and the Committee's reasons:

N.B. did not complain against the
investigators for taking too long to
solve the case.

The Committee said that the
very long investigation was
part of the complaint under
Article 19 of the UNCRC.

N.B. and his mom had
already tried everything
they could in Georgia and
had waited a long time
without clear answers. 4

PROTECTION FROM
VIOLENCE

The authorities decided not to
recognise N.B. as a victim, and
N.B. did not complain about this
decision.

N.B. did not make a discrimination N.B. did not provide enough evidence
complaint to the national courts. to support his claim under article 12
of the UNCRC.




Has Georgia violated N.B.'s rights?

Georgia has previously promised to protect children from
corporal punishment. If a child complains of being
injured, then the country has to quickly and carefully find
out if the injury has happened and who is responsible for the
injury.

Georgia took a very long time to find out if N.B. was hurt at
school by a teacher. The authorities did not speak with N.B.
or his mother about what was happening. The school
did not have anything to confirm their story that N.B.
had not been injured but had allergies.

i Because the investigation was so slow and incomplete,
— nobody clearly found out how N.B. was hurt and who had
- done it.

The Committee decided that Georgia violated N.B.'s right under A
Article 19 of the UNCRC. ¥

I

- Give N.B. help to make things right
after what happened.

- Take action to make sure every child
is safe from corporal punishment and
that cases are investigated quickly.

- Tell everyone about the decision
made by the Committee for N.B.

- In 180 days, tell the Committee how
Georgia is making sure children are safe
from corporal punishment.
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Keywords

e (hild - anyone younger than 18. o
e (hildren’s Rights - Children's rights are a set of rules that explain what every child should havem

%

to make sure they are healthy, safe, and happy. Children's rights are important because they

help ensure that every child is able to live a healthy and happy life.

e \jolation - When there i¢ a violation of rights, it means a government doesn't respect your
rights.

e United Nations Convention on the Righte of the Child (UNCRC): The legal full list of rights for
children and young people under the age of 48. It's the most widely agreed standard on

children’s rights in the world. 4
e Committee on the Rights of the Child - The Committee is a group of 18 experts who come from
all around the world. They meet three times a year in Geneva, in Switzerland. They talk about

how different countries are doing when it comes to treating children fairly and making sure
they have what they need to grow up happy and healthy. The Committee also helps countries
by giving them ideas on how to do better on children’s rights and make decisions about L
complaints.
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Useful links

The original text of the case
Another Summary of N.B. v. Georgia Case from Leiden Children's Rights Observatory

Convention on the Rights of the Child:
- United Nations' original text

- UNICEF - Child Rights Connect version -

- UNICEF Netherlands version e
Committee on the Rights of the Child gt* ‘!’
The Committee's information for children o

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a Communications |

Procedure (OPIC)

Child Rights Connect's Publications for children
UNICEF Georgia

v « OHCHR Georgia
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' This child-friendly version was developed using the model outlined in Child Rights Connect's €= _‘_a,.—z‘.“ :
[———— emplate, "How to Draft a Child-Friendly Version of an OPIC Case." — =5

This is an edited version of the original student work, for which the Leiden Children’s Rights
Observatory assumes full editorial responsibility. This version does not reflect the views of the
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child or any of its members, nor does it represent the views
of Leiden University or any other entities with which the Leiden Children’s Rights Observatory is
currently or has previously been affiliated.
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https://opic.childrightsconnect.org/resources-for-children/
https://childrightsconnect.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/un0331962.pdf
https://www.childrensrightsobservatory.org/images/uploads/Child-Rights-Connect-Template.pdf
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2FC%2F90%2FD%2F84%2F2019&Lang=en
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crc
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crc/information-children
https://opic.childrightsconnect.org/resources-for-children/
https://childrightsconnect.org/publications-for-children/
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/
https://www.unicef.nl/wie-we-zijn/kinderrechten
https://www.childrensrightsobservatory.org/case-notes/nb-v-georgia
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://childrightsconnect.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/un0331962.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/georgia



