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1. A.B.'s best interests.

2. A.B.’s right to be protected from violence.

3. A.B.’s right to get help and protection as a child who moved from

their home country to another country looking for asylum.

A.B. is a child who was born in Russia in 2010 

and lived there until 2015. His parents are 

lesbians and the whole family had to hide this

because in Russia being homosexual* is 

not seen as good, and couples with different sexual 

orientations are often threatened and discriminated. 

Because A.B. had two moms, he was mistreated by adults 

and other children in his kindergarten. The family was afraid, 

so they moved to Finland where they asked the government 

for asylum, which means letting them live in Finland. The 

government said no, and the family had to return to Russia. 

With the help of a lawyer A.B. complained to the 

Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2018. He said that 

Finland didn't think about what is best for him in their 

decision and that nobody heard his opinion about living in 

Finland. In the end, the Committee decided that A.B. was 

right and Finland violated:

The Committee asked Finland to fix this situation and 

give A.B. compensation, which is something (usually a 

payment) that the government should give to or do for 

A.B. for making up what he experienced. The Committee 

also asked Finland to make sure this situation doesn’t 

happen to other children in the country.

A.B .  VS  F INLAND

*You can find the meaning of the words highlighted in blue in the Glossary of Key Terms at the end of this document!

This is called: 
the best interests of

the child.

You can hear this page
by clicking on this icon. 
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What happened in F inland?

The fami ly asked the government for asy lum to le t them l ive in
F in land . A .B . was happy there . In preschool , he learned that there 
are d i f fe rent types of fami l ies , and he i s not the on ly ch i ld in the 
wor ld who i s l i v ing wi th two moms. When the government was
dec id ing , they d idn ’ t ask A .  B. what happened and what he th inks
about going back to Russ ia . F ina l ly , the government sa id that A .B. 
and h is fami ly are not in danger in Russ ia , and they should go 
back .

What did A.B. say to the Committee? Why was he
unhappy about F inland’s decis ion?

A.B . th inks F in land v io la ted h is r ights in ar t i c les 3 and 22 of 
the Convent ion on the R ights of the Ch i ld (CRC) . Th is 
means F in land d idn ' t  th ink about what  was the best  for  A .B .  
when dec id ing i f  he and h is  fami ly  cou ld s tay as  re fugees . 

A .B . says F in land d idn ' t th ink that i f he goes back to Russ ia ,
others wi l l t reat h im badly and d i f fe rent ly because h is 
mothers are in a re la t ionsh ip , and he will have to h ide th i s . 
They a l so d idn ' t th ink that in Russ ia , he can ' t get
in format ion about d i f fe rent k inds of fami l ies and sexua l
or ientat ions . So , he th inks F in land v io la ted h is r ights in 
ar t i c les 2, 13 , 14 , 16 , 17 , 19 , and 29 of the CRC.
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WHAT HAPPENED TO A.B.?

What happened in Russia?

A.B . ' s moms had to h ide the i r re la t ionsh ip because they were
lesb ians and they were a f ra id o f pun ishment by the
government , and mis t reatment by people . In k indergar ten , A .B .
to ld others about h i s fami ly , and everyone became aggress ive
and caused A .B . to c ry most o f the t ime . Other ch i ld ren
annoyed h im say ing that h i s fami ly i s abnormal . A .B . became
anx ious and very unhappy . When he was 5 years o ld , h i s fami ly
moved to F in land .
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One rule is that no other international authority is deciding on the 

complaint. In this case, although A.B.'s parents complained to the 

European Court of Human Rights, this was related to the rights of the 

mothers, not A.B.'s, so the Committee considered that A.B.'s complaint 

was acceptable. 

About the rights of non-discrimination, free sharing of thoughts, freedom of 

thought and religion, protection of privacy, access to information and aims 

of education, the Committee considered that they had not been explained 

and proved enough, so it didn't accept to decide about those rights.

About the right to protection from violence, A.B. explained the risks of 

living in Russia, so the Committee accepted it. 

About the claim that Finland didn't think about A.B.'s best interest in its 

decision on their asylum request, A.B. explained and proved it well and 

the Committee accepted it. 

Before considering any complaint, the Committee must decide if the

complaint follows the rules to be acceptable or admissible. In A.B.’s case, the

Committee said that:

After  accept ing the compla int ,  the Committee check i f  the
r ights  were v iolated.  In  A.B. ' s  case,  the Committee found
that  F inland had v iolated the fol lowing Art icles  of  the CRC:

A.B. wanted to 
be a refugee 
because he 

wasn't safe in 
Russia, and 

Finland should 
have helped and 
protected him. 

What did the Committee
decide on the complaint? 

A.B.  VS F INLAND

This step is called:
Admissibility.

This step is called: 
Merits, which are the 

issues of the case.
F in land should 
have thought 

carefu l ly about 
what is best 
for A.B . and 
where he is 
happier and 

safer .

F in land
should have 
thought that 

A.B . would
exper ience 
v io lence in 

Russ ia .

Governments
should not  send

people  back  to  a
count ry  that  i s  not
sa fe  and they wi l l

exper ience
v io lence.

This  is  called:
Non-refoulment
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The Committee ordered Finland to take two actions, one 

about A.B. and the other about the other children in the 

country.

About A.B.: Since A.B. and his moms had already 

returned to Russia (where they again started to have a 

hard life), the Committee ordered a remedy, which is 

an action that Finland should do to fix what it had done 

wrong. The remedy is that Finland is obligated to give 

compensation to A.B., including giving him money for 

what he experienced. 

What did the Committee
tell Finland to do to fix
the situation?
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About the other children in the country: The 
Committee told Finland to make sure this doesn’t happen to 
other children in similar situations. Finland also needs to 
think about what is best for children when making decisions 
about asylum and to make sure children get a chance to 
share their thoughts with the authorities.

The Committee also asked Finland to report to them in 180 

days with information to show if they gave the remedies. 

Finally, the Committee said Finland should publish and 

distribute the case in Finnish.
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Admissibil i ty :  The  Commit tee has  some ru les  to  accept  a
request ,  and when they rece ive  a  case,  they f i r s t  check i f  a l l
the  ru les  have been fo l lowed.
Asylum :  When people  are  not  sa fe  in  the i r  count r ies ,  they can
go to  another  count ry  and ask  for  protect ion  and permiss ion  to
l ive  there.
Best interests  of  the child :  When adul t s  a re   mak ing
dec is ions  that  a f fect  ch i ldren,  they must  cons ider  what  i s  best
for  the  ch i ld.
Committee on the Rights of  the Child :  The  group of
experts  that  mon i tor  how count r ies  protect  and progress
ch i ldren ’ s  r ights .  They wr i te  documents  that  he lp to  expla in
how ch i ldren ’ s  r ights  can  be respected,  and make dec i s ions
about  compla in ts .
Compensat ion :  When people  do someth ing wrong aga ins t
others ,  they must  do someth ing,  usua l ly  g ive  money,  to  make
up.
Complaints : When you te l l a cour t or other author i t ies that
someth ing or somebody harmed you or i s annoy ing you, and you
want i t to s top.
Convention on the Rights of the Child : The legal document
that out l ines a l l the r ights ch i ldren have.
Discr iminat ion: T reat someone badly and d i f fe rent ly because
of their opin ion or their way of be ing.
European Court of Human Rights : Th i s i s a cour t in Europe
that s tudy compla in ts about v io la t ion o f Human R ights .
Homosexual: Lov ing and be ing in a re la t ionsh ip wi th someone
of the same sex.
Human Rights: The r ights that a l l people have to l i ve f ree,
sa fe , and wi th respect .
Remedy : When cour ts or other author i t ies respond to a
compla in t and t ry to f ix the problem.
Sexual or ientat ion : Th i s means who someone i s sexual ly
at t racted to and pre fers .
Violat ion : When a government or others don ' t respect your
r ights .

Annex 1: 
Glossary of key terms

A.B.  VS F INLAND

https://leidenuniv1-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/s3519147_vuw_leidenuniv_nl/EVQHbcDtXihJuxjaPyjbs-ABvjfkstOT1XGWcjpjaIgiqg?e=dSPvu2


Annex 2: Useful links
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The original case file
Committee Information for children
The Convention on the Rights of the Child in child friendly
language
Child Rights Connect Organisation
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